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THE RICH ANDDIVERSE flora of Greece supports an invertebrate fauna

which includes more than 200 species of butterflies. The intriguing

combination of classical archaeology and wild natural beauty has made

Greece a particularly attractive destination for natural scientists from western

Europe for well over a century. A marked increase in scientific studies of the

Grecian butterflies has occurred relatively recently, measured by the number

of published articles on the fauna of the archipelago. Only nine articles were

found published between 1960-69, compared with 59 during 1970-79 and 63

in the period 1980-89. From 1990 to only mid- 1995, already 35 more have

appeared. It is pertinent to give special recognition to the work in recent

years, of John G. Coutsis of Athens and Alain Olivier, Willy O. de Prins and

D. Van der Poorten of Antwerpen, who, through dedicated field-work,

careful analysis and sustained productivity, have contributed a remarkable

30% of the articles in this bibliography. Much of the literature on Grecian

butterflies is easily accessible, but about two-thirds occurs in European

journals with limited circulation in the English-speaking world. A significant

number of important articles are in German and French, and a few in

Flemish or Greek. Because of the continuing economic situation, relatively

few universities or government libraries in the United Kingdom hold such

journals, and fewer still in the other English-speaking countries with major

academic communities, such as Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South

Africa and the U.S.A. Furthermore, several of these journals are either not

listed by some of the major international abstracting services, or only

erratically reported. These problems make it difficult to become acquainted

with and gain access to some of the literature.

This bibliography makes no claims to be comprehensive. It is based on

scans of the listings of The Zoological Record, Entomological Abstracts and

Biological Abstracts, and so should contain the majority of recent articles

specific to Grecian butterflies. For brevity, I have excluded most major

taxonomic treatments where Greece is just a minor part of a much wider

range of genera or species. Space also precludes re-listing the primary

sources (prior to 1975) of initial descriptions of species which occur in

Greece. These can all be found in the bibliography of L.G. Higgins The

Classification of European Butterflies published by Collins in 1975. Nor

have I included the several selective or comprehensive texts and guides on

European butterflies which include references to Greece, with the

idiosyncratic exception of Higgins and Riley (1983), the field guide which,

despite some shortcomings, has accompanied me to some fifty localities in

Greece over the last twelve years.
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To assist readers I have keyed references by genera; region, locality or

island; time of year and a limited number of subjects, essentially based on

title content. Many of the articles on Grecian butterflies are regional surveys

and I have not keyed the many routine references to genera in these sources

because of space limitations. Genera are keyed only when the title indicates

that they are a focus of the publication.
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